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LEARNING TO INHABIT THE KINGDOM:  

CREATIVE APPROACHES TO TRANSFORMATIONAL LEARNING FOR DISCIPLESHIP & MINISTRY 

 

In what context did the learning taking place? 

Queen’s Foundation teaching of the module “The Common Good”. The core learning 

outcomes are around Christian theologies for the common good and especially with the 

encounter with Islam. 

Is this something you used for teaching and learning or as a form of assessment? 

The main innovation was to have a session of Scriptural Reasoning at a nearby Shia Institute with 

several Shia students. One of the components of the module was an examination of Scriptural 

Reasoning as a practice of the Common Good. The active “practical” was a highlight of the 

course and served to root some of the issues raised in the module. 

Describe the activity / approach that you used (in note form) 

We balanced an equal number of Christian and Muslim students and split them into two groups 

of equal Christians and Muslims. Each group had a qur’anic text and a biblical text to read and 

discuss together around the theme of the common good. 

How was students’ learning enhanced by using this approach? 

From the theory of working together with others faiths, and especially Muslims, in actions for the 

common good we now had an embodied practice to realise the learning. The difficulties of 

translation, presuppositions, “thickness” and “thinness” of traditions, the gap between academy 

and society were illustrated in the session and had been part of wider learning around political 

and public theologies. It was important that it came towards the end of the module too so that 

students felt more confident with the thinking that the practice could challenge in fresh ways. 

What further thoughts do you have about how this approach might be adapted, improved or 

developed further? 

It would be great to involve some Jewish texts and readers to fulfil the original aims of SR but 

practicalities and available academic gatherings preclude this. I do believe that SR can be 

adapted in different ways, and other religious traditions involved too. It does feel like a very 

creative bridge between the theoretical and the practical that encourages cross-disciplinary 

learning as hoped for by the original Common Awards aims (so, the discussions ended up 

generating exchanges about revelation, hermeneutics, Church History and diverse Christian 

and Muslim traditions). 
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